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vaiiety among many others which differ fiom it ai
eveiy way    We have no authority to discard the ac-
count given by Vasishtha that tneie exist    worlds
which are made of different materials liKe copper
iron  gold, etc, filled with water, milk and the like,
and inhabited by serpents, animals, devils, and so on
It is not necessary that human beings alone should
inhabit all worlds and that the same earthly condi-
tions should ple^all in all planes of existence    The
umveise is a gradual revelation of the Infinite Abso-
lute in vanous degrees of Consciousness, which is in-
clusive of every sort of life and experience    The In-
finite is a gieat Wonder and we cannot say    what
thaigs are thriving in its womb T   We and our world
aie but one among the many in it '   There aie many
families in Infinity and eaith, hell heaven, men ani-
mals, gods, devils   are all Its children with varying
temperaments     The    Absolute ranges from lowest
matter to Pure Bliss or Ananda, and between these
exist the countless universes with their contents They
differ both in their individual nature and in the na-
tuie of their contents     It is said that beings take
birth in one or the other of these worlds in accor-
dance with their actions \vhich bear fruits of a kind
that can be reaped only in that   particular   world
Only fire can give heat and only food can   appease
hunger   Even so only a parbcular condition and en-
vironment can enable as to reap the fruits of a spe-
cific action    Though punishments need not necessa-
rily be due to the wrath of any personal Divine Being,
it can be asserted that it is necessary, by the very
law of nature, that the soul should manifest itself
with a body suited for its experience determined by
its past actions   As such, it is not unreasonable that